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that area is capable ot intensive de\eloprnent More than
halt the surface is still co\ered \\ith forest some 23 per
cent is grass land and about 13 per cent is cultnated

FIG   118   GRO\\I\G ROPES
MINDVMAO   PHILIPPINES
\baca   the plant from which Philip-
pines   mamla hemp   is obtained
Rice is gro\\n widelj but ib hea\il> concentrated in
those regions ha\mg pronounced \\et and dry seasons In
some regions with the aid of irrigation and in others where
the rainfall is more e\enly distnbuted two crops a \ear are
taken off the land Despite this the Philippines have been
importers of nee for many years Of recent }ears imports